Boncompagni Archive at Cornell University  by unknown
470 Projects and Sources HM5 
of invited addresses to be given this year by Flegg to the 
British Society for the History of Mathematics and to the London 
University School of Slavonic and European Studies. 
*** 
E. Scholz is preparing a dissertation on the historical 
development of the concept of a manifold, from Riemann to 
PoincarB. The research is being carried out at the University 
of Bonn under the supervision of Professor E. Brieskorn. Mr. 
Scholz invites readers interested in this topic or related ones 
to write him at, Matematisches Institut, der Universitat Bonn, 
Wegelerstrasse 10, D 5300 Bonn. 
THESIS 
William F. Hawkins, Department of Mathematics, University, 
of Auckland, New Zealand, is preparing a thesis on "A Study 
of the Mathematical Works of John Napier". 
********** 
SOURCES 
This department welcomes correspondence, brief announce- 
ments, and article-length descriptions of collections of publica- 
tions, correspondence, and archival material relevant to the 
history of mathematics. Manuscripts describing major collections 
(covering such matters as acquisitions, size, scope, state of 
cataloguing, current and future availability, and so on) should 
follow the same standards as other articles. 
BONCOMPAGNI ARCHIVE AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
The Boncompagni Archive was donated to Cornell University 
in November 1962 by H.P. Kraus of New York. It comprises two 
sections, printed materials and manuscripts, a portion of the 
vast collections accumulated by the Principe Baldassare Boncomp- 
agni Ludovisi (1821-1894). His personal library, sold in 1898, 
numbered 14,944 lots and included a wealth of printed books and 
manuscripts. Two parts of the sale catalog came with the Archive, 
and Cornell University has since acquired three more of the six 
printed parts. Boncompagni was a tireless investigator in the 
history of mathematics, and perhaps his greatest contributions 
were Scritti di Leonardo Pisano (1857-1862) and the Bullettino 
di Bibliografia e Storia delle Scienze Matematiche e Fisiche 
(1868-1887). 
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The printed materials in the Archive have recently been 
checklisted and comprise about 1,300 pieces, published between 
1752 and 1898. Most are from the second half of the 19th century 
and are signed presentation copies to Boncompagni. The 
earliest is apparently Tommaso Gabrini’s Dissertazione sopra 
la Propositione Ventissima de1 Libro Primo d'Euclide (Pesaro, 
1752). This is not entered in The National Union Catalog 
Pre-1956 Imprints, although another work by Gabrini, on Petrarch, 
is listed. Cornell has one of the three copies of this 1807 
work. 
Another item is an imcomplete copy of Giovanni dall’Armi’s 
Ristretto (Roma, Edizione Litografica Autografia, 1821). This 
copy lacks an appendix. It is still remarkable because only one 
other copy is reported in The National Union Catalog of Pre-1956 
Imprints. It is apparently an “incunable” of lithographic repro- 
ductions of manuscripts. 
Many of the pamphlets are from the Atti of the Accademia 
Pontificale de’Nuovi Lincei and from publications of other 
learned societies. Many come from publications not held at 
Cornell, such as I1 Buonaroti, Giornale Arcadico, M&moires 
of the SociBte de Statistiques, Sciences et Arts des Deux- 
Sevres, Politecnico, Giornale l'Elettricista, Revue Catholique 
and Revue des Questions Scientifiques. 
Many are mongraphic pamphlets, with no evidence of previ- 
ous serial publication. Some are obituary notices and tributes; 
others are notes on archival and bibliothecal collections in in- 
stitutions (such as Bertolotti’s L'Archivio di Stato in Mantova, 
1892). 
A few are scientific texts, such as Eduard Clemens Franz Jo- 
seph Plassmann’s Die neueste Arbeiten iiber den Planeten Mercur 
(Freiburg im Breisgau, 1890; one copy in The National Union Cat- 
alog Pre-1956 Imprints). Most, reprints or pamphlets, relate to 
the history of science, bibliography or biography. 
Eleven bound manuscripts are in the collection, mostly on 
arithmetic or geometry. The remaining manuscripts, about 2,000, 
are in sixteen groups. They are contained in loose binders for 
Illustrated London News (dated from 1921 to 1935). Some of the 
fascicles inside the binders are distinguished by sheets of 
printed publishers’ announcements from Rome of 1938, suggesting 
that this portion of the Boncompagni papers remained in Italy 
until World War II. These sixteen groups have now been roughly 
calendared. 
The manuscripts related primarily to textual and bib- 
liographical research by Boncompagni and include letters from 
correspondents and assistants to him regarding this. There are 
also many transcriptions and tracings from books and manuscripts 
with the correspondence. The correspondence dates from 1859 to 
1894. 
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Of the assistants and correspondents in touch with Boncomp- 
agni as represented in the manuscripts, several appear in the 
collection of printed materials: Alarico Carli, Antonio Favaro, 
Aristide Marre, Filippo Ricci and Andrea Tessier. Carli's 
work on the Bibliografia Galileiana (1896) is well known, as 
is Favaro's work. 
Inquiries regarding the Archive may be addressed to Ellen 
B. Wells, History of Science Collections, Cornell University 
Libraries, Ithaca, N.Y. 14853. 
********** 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
In this department we print news of appointments, promotions, 
deaths, and other events of interest to historians of mathematics. 
For this information we depend on interested individuals concerned 
to keep us informed, and through us the wider community. 
INSTITUTE FOR THE HISTORY OF ARABIC SCIENCE 
The Institute for the History of Arabic Science (IHAS) 
has published the Proceedings of the First International 
Symposium for the History of Arabic Science which was held in 
April 1976 [see HM 3 (1976) 479-4801. Included in the 
Proceedings are articles on various aspects of Arabic scientific 
history in such fields as Medicine, Technology, Geology, Zoo- 
logy, Astronomy, and Mathematics. 
Besides the Proceedings, IHAS has announced the publication 
of the Journal for the History of Arabic Science. Among the 
prospective contributors are W. Hartner, A.I. Sabra, J. Murdoch, 
F. Hau, S. Hamarneh, E.S. Kennedy, A.Y. Hassan, G. Saliba and 
D. Pingree. For further information, write to: Institute for 
the History of Arabic Science (IHAS), University of Aleppo, 
Aleppo-Syria. 
AFIPS TO PUBLISH ANNALS OF THE HISTORY OF COMPUTING 
The American Federation of Information Processing Societies 
Inc. (AFIPS) has announced that it will begin publication of a 
new quarterly periodical, the Annals of the History of Computing. 
The Editor-in-Chief of the Annals is Bernard A. Galler of the 
University of Michigan. The Assistant Editor-in-Chief is Nancy 
Stern of Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. The first 
issue of the Annals is scheduled for July 1979. 
Copyright 0 1978 byAcademicPress,Inc. 
Allrighfs of reproduction in any jorm reserved. 
